


Welcome 

Welcome to our Sharing Stories Sixth Form conference, run 
by Cheney's Rumble Museum. This year, the conference 
explores the many ways in which stories shape our lives, 

from the transformational power of creating a story 
through words or art, to their ability to forge lasting bonds 

between people.

The conference will open with a keynote talk from the 
founder of The Empathy Museum, Roman Krznaric, and 

close with a talk by Jennifer Nadel, founder of Compassion 
in Politics.

In between, you will attend one of the streams of three 
workshops. You will need to pick a stream that appeals 

most to you. The four streams are: Creating Stories, 
Historical Stories, Science and Stories, and Objects and 
Stories. In each one, there are a range of experts from 

different organisations who will deliver a lively and 
thought-provoking workshop on their topic. 

Alongside all these talks and workshops, there will be 
drop-in sessions at break, lunch and after school in L1, for 
whoever might want to take a listen to some of the stories 
brought to us by Mile in My Shoes. You can read all about 

them later in the brochure. 

There will also be Story Deposit stations both in L1 and 
online on a website especially developed for this 

conference.

St ep inside a st ory on 9t h March and see how it  
changes your  wor ld!  



Opening Speaker 

Roman Krznaric
Roman Krznaric is a public 
philosopher who writes about the 
power of ideas to change society. 
His books, including The Good 
Ancestor, Empathy and How to Find 
Fulfilling Work, have been 
published in over 20 languages. 
Roman, who has a PhD in  
politics, is the founder of the 
Empathy Museum, was a 
co-founder of The School of Life, 
and is a research fellow of the 
Long Now Foundation. 

In this opening talk, Roman 
discusses how empathy ? the art 
of stepping into the shoes of 
another person and looking at 
the world through their eyes ? is a 
fundamental skill not just for 
sharing stories but for personal 
relationships and social change. 
Roman will talk about the 
psychology and neuroscience of 
empathy, as well as the 
empathy-based storytelling 
projects he has been part of, from 
the creation of the world?s first 
Empathy Museum to the Human 
Library movement, where instead 
of borrowing a book you borrow a 
person for conversation.



Creating Stories 

Ben Haggarty
"Storytelling"

Ben Haggarty has been 
telling folk tales, fairy  tales, 
epics and myths for forty 
years! He has traveled 
extensively and  studied 
oral traditions in India and 
Central Asia. He has a 
repertoire of over 450 
narratives ranging from 
one minute jests to 3-hour 
epics. He also wrote the 
award-winning Stone Age 
graphic novel series  
MeZolith.

In this practical workshop, 
Ben will give you a brief 
glimpse your own fully 
developed inner storyteller!



Creating Stories 

Rana Ibrahim
"Iraq Women: 
Art  and War"

I am an Iraqi archaeologist 
and Artist Ambassador 
with Outside In. I am a 
founder and Director of  
Iraqi Women Art and War 
(IWAW) project as a 
freelance Education and  
Outreach officer, working 
with Iraqi women based in 
Oxfordshire to capture 
their oral stories through 
art.

This workshop will explore 
telling stories through art 
and include an opportunity 
to create your own artistic 
response.



Creating Stories 

Story Museum
"Sharing Stories"

Join Story Leaders from the 
Story Museum to discover 
some treasures from the 
Story Museum's 1001 
Collection of stories and 
learn a traditional story to 
share with the world.

Discuss why we need to tell  
stories, why stories from 
ancient cultures are 
ever-relevant to us today, 
and how stories can help 
us to navigate everyday 
life.

You'll also be able to find 
out how you can be a part 
of the Story Museum's 
work with the public and its 
continuing story!



Historical Stories 

Robert  Gildea
"Life History
Interviews"
I am Professor Emeritus of 
Modern History at the 
University of Oxford, and 
retired in 2021 after 
teaching  for 42 years. 
Most of my career was 
spent studying modern 
French history. I am 
currently working on an 
oral history of  the 1984-5 
Miners? Strike in Britain

This workshop will explore 
first person interviews 
recorded at the time, and 
will enable to you create 
your own first person 
interviews.



Historical Stories 

"Echoes of 
Holloway Prison"
Echoes of Holloway Prison was  
a project to capture the voices 
of the prison at risk of being 
lost following its closure in 
2016. This included stories of 
those held at the prison but 
also people who worked there 
and prison protestors. 

In this session we will explore 
some of the stories captured 
during the project. We also 
explore the role of empathy 
when collecting and sharing 
personal stories, and how can 
oral histories help people 
understand complex histories.

"Echoes of Holloway Prison" 
was a National Lottery Heritage 
Fund project led by Roz Currie, 
Curator of Islington Museum 
and Lottie Tempest Mountford, 
Learning Officer.



Historical Stories 

Stephen Barker
"Hardit  Singh 
Malik: Oral 
History and 
WW1"
From his arrival in the UK 
alone in 1908 as a 
fourteen-year-old, to Balliol 
College, Oxford and into 
the Royal Flying Corps 
during the First World War, 
Hardit Singh Malik lived an 
extraordinary life.  

Today's workshop offers an 
opportunity to reflect upon 
the great diversity of the 
war in terms of who fought 
and where. It also looks at 
the contribution of Empire 
to Britain's war effort. The 
workshop ends with a  
chance to go back to 1915 
and make your own 
choices and decisions!



Science and Stories 

Science Oxford
"Telling Stories 
with Science"
The night sky has been the 
canvas for storytelling for all 
of human history, from the 
Stone Age Lascaux caves to 
the Sumerian Epic of  
Gilgamesh, from the myths of 
Ancient Greece to the halls of 
Harry Potter?s Hogwarts.  

Stories are a way of making 
information accessible to  
everyone; come and join us in 
our planetarium and find out 
how we are using the history 
of the story of the night sky.  

We?ll give you a brief overview 
of our planetarium show, and 
give you an opportunity to 
become your own night-sky 
storyteller.



Science and Stories 

Sam Carr
"The Loneliness
Project "
I am a psychologist and social 
scientist with the Department 
of Education and Centre for 
Death and Society at the 
University of Bath. I was the 
director of The Loneliness 
Project from 2019 - 2021, a  
large-scale international 
project that sought to listen to 
and better understand older 
people?s inner experiences of 
loneliness. 

These workshops will invite 
you to think about what 
loneliness really means in the 
life of an older person, 
perhaps to relate this to older 
people you know and love, 
and to think about what it 
means for alleviating 
loneliness as we grow old.



Science and Stories 

Callum Ross
"Pat ient  
Narrat ives"
Dr Callum Ross is a consultant 
forensic psychiatrist at 
Broadmoor High Secure 
Hospital with a special interest 
in treating men with 
personality disorders.

His workshop will focus on the 
law, and the safest approach 
that healthcare professionals 
should take in working with 
patients for whom mental 
disorder may impact on 
decision-making capacity. 

He will focus on psychiatric 
inpatients, including those 
who are detained 
involuntarily, to consider 
whether COVID-19 vaccination 
should be given to individuals 
who cannot or do not 
consent.



Objects and Stories 

Ashmolean
"The Stories 
behind Objects"
Clare Coleman, Jane 
Cockcroft, and Clare Cory 
are part of the 
Ashmolean's learning 
team. 

They will lead a session 
about how objects and 
artworks can hold and 
reveal stories about 
different people, times, 
cultures and places.

We will uncover stories 
about objects from the  
Ashmolean's collections  
and explore what they tell 
us today.



Objects and Stories 

Nat ty Mark 
Samuels
"African Folklore 
and Objects"
Natty Mark Samuels is 
the founder of the 
Oxford African School 
and African Library in 
Blackbird Leys. 

He is an expert in 
African cultures, and a 
poet. 

This workshop will 
explore the 
fascinating stories of 
African folklore and 
look at some of the 
objects connected to 
the stories from our 
Rumble Museum's 
collections. 



Objects and Stories 

Empathy Museum
"Mile in My 
Shoes"
A "Mile in My Shoes" is a 
shoe shop where visitors 
are invited to walk a mile in 
someone else?s shoes ? 
literally. Our touring 
exhibition houses a diverse 
collection of shoes and 
audio stories that explore 
our shared humanity.

From a Syrian refugee to a 
dairy farmer, a war veteran 
to a neurosurgeon, visitors 
are invited to walk a mile in 
the shoes of a stranger 
while listening to their story. 
The stories cover different 
aspects of life,  from loss 
and grief to hope and love 
and take the visitor on an  
empathetic as well as a 
physical journey.



Closing Speaker 

Jennifer Nadel
"The Magic of Compassion
Compassion has the power to 
change lives: our own and 
other people's. In the world 
around us we see evidence of  
what happens when 
compassion is missing: 
hunger, homelessness and a 
toxic  debate. Find out how 
compassion can change that 
and how you can be part  of 
the transformation process.

Jennifer Nadel is a writer, 
activist, international speaker 
and award-winning TV 
journalist. She?s also a 
qualified barrister and the 
author of four books including 
the Sunday Times bestseller, 
"WE: A Manifesto for Women"  
which she co-authored with 
the actor Gillian Anderson. She 
now runs Compassion in 
Politics, which works to bring 
more compassionate policies  
into politics and improve 
political discourse.



Drop-in Sessions 
All Day in L1 

Empathy Museum
"Mile in My 
Shoes"
A "Mile in My Shoes" is a 
shoe shop where visitors 
are invited to walk a mile in 
someone else?s shoes ? 
literally. Our touring 
exhibition houses a diverse 
collection of shoes and 
audio stories that explore 
our shared humanity.

From a Syrian refugee to a 
dairy farmer, a war veteran 
to a neurosurgeon, visitors 
are invited to walk a mile in 
the shoes of a stranger 
while  listening to their 
story. The stories cover 
different aspects of life,  
from loss and grief to hope 
and love and take the visitor 
on an  empathetic as well as 
a physical journey.



Online and in 
Sixth Form Area 

Story Deposit  
Stat ions
As well as experiencing the 
stories of others during this 
conference, we are very 
keen to collect your stories. 
It can be any story at all: 
something about your life, 
your community, an 
experience you had that 
was important and 
memorable. 

You can post any stories 
into the postbox, or you will 
be able to type them online 
by emailing 
lro@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

Please indicate that you are 
happy for the story to be 
published online and on the 
Living Museum Wall.



Online and L1 

Living Museum 
Wall
The Living Museum Wall in 
L1 displays objects from the 
Cheney community which 
individuals have loaned or 
donated to represent some 
aspect of their lives.

We are really keen to 
welcome any new loans or 
donations. The items range 
from mugs and games to 
bikes and paintings.

Nothing is too small (and 
few things are likely to be 
too large!

Please contact us through 
the website or let us know 
in person if you would like 
to offer something. You can 
read all the stories behind 
the objects at 

www.rumblemuseum.org.uk



t 
www.rumblemuseum.org.uk
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