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My name is Annie Kenney. | was born on the thirteenth of September, 1879. | started
working in the cotton mill when | was only ten years old - probably younger than
you are now. At first, | only worked part time, and still went to school, but by the time
| was thirteen | worked there all the time, from six in the morning. They were long
days. My job was to assist the weavers by fitting the bobbins, and checking when the
fleece broke. | don't know if you've ever seen a bobbin when it's spinning — they spin
really fast! One time, my finger got ripped clean off when | was trying to attend to the
broken bit of fleece.

We had a tough life, but | believed that working girls and boys, women and men
should be educated, and | campaigned for literature education for millworkers like
me. But it's not that story | am here to tell you.

I'm here to tell you the story of a movement that changed the face of Britain, and I'm
proud that | was a part of it. It was the fight for women to have the right to vote. That’s
what “suffrage” means - the right to vote, and when | was a young woman, women
were not entitled to vote, for the simple reason that they were born female.

| died a long time ago, but through artefacts from my time - written records,
photographs and objects of all kinds - people are able to find out about our fight for
justice.

Each section of this story is built around an object in the Rumble Museum’s
collection. | hope you will enjoy this journey into my past...






1897

The National
Union of
Women's
Suffrage
Societies
(NUWSS) is
formed, uniting
17 societies, led
by Milicent
Fawcett. The
NUWSS
campaigned
using peaceful
methods such as
petitions.
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1902

Women textile
workers from
Northern England
present a petition
to Parliament that
contains 37,000
signatures
demanding votes
for women.

1903 October
The Women's
Social and Politica
Union (WSPU) is
formed in
Manchester at the
home of
Emmeline
Pankhurst.
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1905

The WSPU
adopts the

motto ‘Deeds not
Words; resulting
in the start of
militant action

by the

suffragettes.
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1907 February
The NUWSS
organises their first

' large procession,
where 40 suffragist

' societies and over
3000 women
marched from Hyde
Park to Exeter Hall in
the rain and mud. It
later became known
as the 'Mud March!
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1907, 8 March
The Women's

Enfranchisement Bill
is introduced to
parliament for its
second reading but

is talked out.

Dora Thewlis and 75
other suffragettes
are arrested when
the WSPU attempt to
storm the Houses of

Parliament.
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1908 April

Herbert Henry Asquith,
an anti-suffragist Liberal
MP, becomes Prime
Minister.
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“ 1908 June i
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‘Women's Sunday’
demonstration is

organised by the

. WSPU at Hyde Park,
London. Attended by
250,000 people from
around Britain, it is the
largest-ever political
rally in London.
Ignored by Asquith,
suffragettes turn to
smashing windows in
Downing Street, using
stones with written y
pleas tied to them,
and tie themselves to

J railings.




1914 June
Emily Wilding Davison
is killed after she steps
out in front of the King'’s
horse at Epsom Derby.
Thousands attend her
funeral.

. 1918 February
The Representation of
the People Bill is passed,
allowing women over the
B — . age of 30 and men over
the age of 21 to vote.
Women have to be
\ married to or a member
of the Local Government
Register.
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The Women's .
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Anti-Suffrage o ' \ Wgr Harone puper T 1928 Jul

League (WASL) is T_ i "o voeina The Re rg entation
1913 April , suspension to the “general election for et

formed by Mrs Th ‘Catp A Mouse Bct WSPU's and I firsttime of the People Act
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titled Prisoners . campaigh fve e
(Temporary Discharge gmen craiiiges b

| tosupportthe

for lll Health) Act). It
allows authorities to
temporarily release L

war effort, and
they do, as during
this period nearly
5 million women
remain or enter
into employment.

=

suffragettes on hunger

strike, and then re-arrest
them once they have
recuperated.
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Chapter One:

e First Votres

Exhibit 1

More than two thousand years before my time, in a city called Athens, in Greece, the people who
lived there came upon a brilliant idea for running a society which, as far as we know, no one had ever
come up with before. They invented something called “democracy”. This word comes from two words
which the Ancient Greeks used:

ONUoG  KPATOG

Using the Greek key at the back of the book, can you
work out how to pronounce these words, and guess at
what they mean?

Democracy was a revolutionary idea that was a first and
very big step in making society more equal. In Ancient
Athens, ordinary people were able to vote on how their
city was run. In the past, these decisions were taken by
rich and powerful kings but now many more people had
a say. Not everyone could vote, though. Slaves were not
able to vote, nor were people who were not born in
Athens (known by the Athenians as “metics”). And, finally,
women were not able to vote at all!




The object you saw overleaf was called an “ostracon’, which means “a piece of broken pottery”.
Archaeologists have found lots of these sorts of pieces, and they usually have letters on them.

Here are other examples of ostraca (this is the plural of “ostracon”).

Can you work out what the letters inscribed on them say?

Ostracism

One of the most interesting aspects of Athenian democracy was
a practice called “ostracism”.

Every year the Athenians had the opportunity to hold an
ostracism, where a citizen could be voted to be banished from
the city. These pieces of pottery (ostraka) were used to record
the names. At least 6000 votes were needed to banish a citizen.

Why do you think the Athenians had this process?

[~ =1
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We still use the word

“ostracise” when

talking about excluding

people from a

community or group.

Activity

Create your own “ostrakon’”. You can make it out of card,
paper or clay. If you are using clay, you will need to
shape it into a fragment of pottery large enough to
write on. Wait for it to dry. You can then paint it. Once
the paint has dried, you can inscribe capital letters in
Greek of the name of the politician you want to
ostracise! | can think of a few politicians | would have
gladly ostracised in my time...




Here is an illustration of women mill workers
from my time.
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Although we earned our own money, paid taxes
to the government, we were not allowed to have
a say in what the government did with that
money. As a young girl growing up and working
hard, | felt that was very unfair.

| wasn't the only one. Before | tell you more about
women and the vote, though, | want to tell you
about some events that took place a number of
years before | was born. Here is an illustration of
one of these events. What do you think is
happening in this illustration?

1
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This is an illustration of The Great Charter
Procession at Blackfriars in London in 1848. As
you can see, all the men in my time wore hats
too! It was a procession of men who wanted
working class men to have the right to vote.

In 1832, men with property were granted the
right to vote, but not men from different social
classes. When | talk about working class men
and women, | mean ordinary people like me
who worked in factories and other, similar jobs
to make a living, and who did not have family
money and property to fall back on.

They organised a movement called the Chartist
Movement. Here are two documents from the
Movement. What do they tell you about the nature
and the aims of the movement?
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In the mid to late nineteenth century, amidst all that hat wearing, Victorian women were beginning
to be stirred by a spirit of change. Groups of women started to form societies - there was the first
Ladies Discussion Group, the Manchester Society for Women's Suffrage, the Edinburgh Society for
Women's Suffrage, and all sorts of other political organisations began to spring up like shoots. These
organisations were led by brave women who believed that things could be different. You can see
some of these women recorded on the banners on these pages.

41' r'————ﬁ
Lydia Becker Helen Taylor
(1827 - 1890) (1831-1907)

Secretary of the Manchester Society for English feminist, writer and actress
Women's Suffrage amateur scientist daughter of Harriet Taylor Mill and
interested in biology and astronomy stepdaughter of John Stuart Mill
founded and published the Women's promoted women's rights with John

Suffrage Journal between 1870 and 1890. Stuart Mill after her mother's death.




Exhibits 3 & 4:

In our Rumble Museum Collection, there is a flier advertising a meeting from a local suffrage
society, and a membership card. What information can you find on these two artefacts and what
does it tell you about the society's aims and ideals?

. EAST HERTS
Women's Suffrage Society.

Fourth ANNUAL MEETING
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Wednesday, October 27th.
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It was not until 1897 that these many Here is a the statue of Millicent Fawcett
different groups and societies run by women which was unveiled in February 2018 in
across Britain finally merged into one big Trafalgar Square in London. What do you
union, the National Union of Women's think about it?
Suffrage Societies, which was led by a very

impressive person whom you may even have
heard of, called Millicent Fawcett.

r ﬁ
Activity:

What can you find out about the life of
Millicent Fawcett? Create your own

biography of Millicent's life. J




The NUWSS continued to campaign in the ways the smaller groups had done. A mixture of
petitions, letters to politicians, and peaceful demonstrations. Millicent Fawcett organised a huge
demonstration in 1907 where over 3000 women marched from Hyde Park to a place called Exeter
Hall carrying all sorts of banners. Here are some images of the march, which became known as
the “Mud March” since the weather was so awful. It would take a lot more than weather to stop
women marching for their rights...
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LW'ABIDIN G

Choose a suffrage campaigner and
make a museum display board about
her or him. What information will you
pick out, and how will you lay it out
in a way that is accessible and
interesting to a museum visitor?

Activities:

Design and make your
own suffrage banner!
You can make a simple
banner using wooden
sticks, sellotape, card
and felt-tips. What will
your banner say? How
will you decorate it? If
you feel more ambitious,
you can try making it out
of fabric and embroider
your slogan.




Chapter Three:

Exhibit 5:

R e

The suffragists had been campaigning hard for many years to achieve their aims, but
despite all the marches and letters, petitions and meetings, nothing seemed to have
happened at all. Many of us felt that the government were not listening, because it
was not in their interests to do so. Women voters, after all, may benefit the other
party, so why take the risk?

In 1903, a group of women split away from the
NUWSS and formed their own group, which
was called “The Women's Social and Political
Union" or the WSPU.




Below you can see a publicity image created
by the WSPU. What does it tell you about how
saw themselves and how they wanted others
to see them?

ERITER BY

CRRISTABEL
PANRNURSY.

inspiring!

| joined the WSPU not

WEEBRLY) |~

HHTallas.

You'll notice that it mentions
Christabel Pankhurst. Christabel
was the daughter of Emmeline
Pankhurst. Emmeline is probably
the most famous women of the
suffrage movement. She and two
of her daughters, Christabel and
Sylvia, created the WSPU. |
remember in 1905 that my sister
Jessie and | went to hear Christabel
speak about women's rights at a
Labour Party meeting. She was so

long

Emmeline Pankhurst

1858 — 1928

Political activist and leader of the WSPU,

she worked as a Poor Law Guardian was /

shocked at the conditions of the
workhouses.
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Have a look at some of these
banners from the WSPU. What do
you notice about them?

The colours of the WSPU were decided to be purple,
white and green - purple to represent dignity,
white for purity and green for hope.

Emmeline came up with the phrase “Deeds Not
Words” for our motto, and this was to show that the
old ways, of peaceful, polite petitions were not
working, so something more proactive needed to
be done. I'm proud to say that it was myself and
Christabel who really took the WSPU campaign to
the next level.




e
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_; It was 15th October, 1905. Christabel and | had gone to a meeting in London
to hear Sir Edward Grey, a minister for the Liberal government. We were
feeling emboldened and kept calling out “Will the Liberal Government give
votes to women?". Some policemen tried to throw us out, and there was a bit
of a scuffle. We were arrested for violence and told we had to pay five
shillings. Of course, we refused to pay, and that meant that we were sent to
prison. It was the first time that women had used any sort of aggression in
the battle for the vote. Our society had much more fixed ideas of what it
meant to be a woman than yours does, and so for women to use any sort of
violence was seen as especially shocking. 2

-

Being in prison for that
first time was strange
and frightening. | barely
ate or drank, but sat
there in my prison outfit
feeling numb and
out-of-place. Little did
we know then that this
one act changed the
face of the movement.

The women of the WSPU
started to use new
tactics to spread the
word. These images
show some of the things
we did:




We also did things like pouring ink into post boxes. | am
sure this all sounds dreadful to you, but you must
remember that we felt we had no choice, and that there
was no other way to be listened to.

Lots of newspapers started reported on what we were
doing and one journalist came up with a new word for
women like me: he called us “suffragettes”. It was meant to
undermine us, as adding -ette on the end of words is
something called a “diminutive’, which emphasises that
something is small and feminine. We claimed the label as
our own, though and we proudly called ourselves the )
Suffragettes!




We even named our own newspaper after it. Here is the
edition in the Rumble Museum'’s collection:
Exhibit 6:

\
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RAIDED!!

Activity

What other examples of activities can you find of
suffragette action? Do you think our action was justified?
You could have a debate with your class and write
speeches before and against.




Chapter Four:
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Exhibit 7:

This is one of the badges we WSPU members
(or suffragettes as we were now mostly called)

used to represent our cause. What do you
notice about it?




It won't be a surprise to you that there were

hundreds of suffragette arrests during those
years. Some of us were arrested many times.
Here are some pictures of suffragettes being
arrested or in prison:

£
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In this one, suffragettes are still bravely
waving their banners from the windows!




We had to be brave, because being in prison was so awful. There
were lots of reports of mistreatment. We were treated as criminals
rather than as political prisoners, which caused a lot of anger. Here
are some extracts from prison diaries to give you an idea of what it
was like:

1 Katherine Gatty: 4,1
“It was ghastly! The lavatory accommodation was absolutely

inadequate. The whole block was infested with mice & co. - there
was no heating apparatus at all”.

=\

Kathleen Emerson

“THE WOMEN IN PRISON

Oh, Holloway, grim Holloway,

With grey, forbidding towers! Stern are they walls, but sterner still

Is woman'’s free, unconquered will. And though to-day and yesterday Brought long
and lonely hours, Those hours spent in captivity Are stepping-stones to liberty.”

L —e

Mary Nesbitt:

(

“| was deeply impressed by the wonderful spirit of loyalty and love for the cause and for
our leaders — all, irrespective of class, creed or age, were unwavering",

Y Katherine Gatty:

“One day we had - that was rather pretty & very clever — a Fancy Dress Ball. The girl who put
on a brown paper hat & folded her arms like Napoleon, was most clever ... Another day we
had a contested general election, using our slates as sandwich men. The candidates (four
girls) were “chained” - the aged electors ... we carried to the poll. The ... speeches, the
election addresses, the canvassing & (I regret to say) the bribery & corruption were all

realistic!”
U )

What do these diary entries tell you about what life was like in
prison for us suffragettes?

We had a strong sense of pride and hope, as well as a feeling that
we were part of a family. When we came out of prison, we would
have a special meal at a beautiful venue — something women like
me just weren't used to — and we were given medals like the one
below to show that we had served our time.




Why do you think the WSPU gave out medals
to the suffragettes who had been in prison?

F  VATOIR As you can see, the medal had a round metal circle at the end

with “hunger strike” engraved onto its surface. A number of
suffragettes like myself started refusing to eat while in prison
as a protest. This worried the authorities a lot. The last thing
they wanted was for one of us to die in prison, so they started
force-feeding us, which was a very grim process. Here is how
one suffragette described it:

May Billinghurst:

“[They] forced a tube up my nostril; it was frightful agony, as my
nostril is small. | coughed it up so that it didn't go down my
throat. They then were going to try the other nostril, which, |
believe s a little deformed. They forced my mouth open with an
iron instrument, and poured some food into my mouth. They
pinched my nose and throat to make me swallow.”




Force-feeding, often several times a day, was dangerous in itself,
and eventually the government became so afraid of one of us dying
in prison and becoming a martyr to the causes that they passed
something which became known as the Cat and Mouse Act. Its
official name was the “1913 Prisoners (Temporary Discharge for
lll-Health) Act” This meant that prisoners who were on hunger
strike and were weakened could be released until they got better,
and then taken back to serve the rest of their sentence. Here is a

poster we made in protest against this act 2

THE CAT~~>MOUSE ACT

PASSED BY. THE LIBERAL GOVERNMENT

THE LIBERAL CAT

ELECTORS VOTE AGAINST HIM .
KEEP. THE LIBERALOUT!

Can you explain the images used and what they represent?



Activities

There are lots of extracts from
suffragette prison diaries. I've only
had time to include a few here, but
perhaps you can do your own
" investigations to find other extracts.
You could write them out to look like
original pages and make them into a
scrapbook. =

Using the source material in this
chapter, as well as any other
source  material you have
researched, you could write your
own imagined diary of a
suffragette in prison, carefully
basing your ideas on what has x
been written in historical diaries.




Chapter Five:
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Exhibit 5:

One of the most committed and independent-spirited of our group of suffragettes was a
woman called Emily Wilding Davison. She joined the WSPU in 1906. Before that, she had
enrolled at St Hugh'’s College, Oxford where she studied English and got a “first” in her
exams, but was not able to get a degree, since women weren't able to get degrees in our
time. She also went to Royal Holloway, before becoming a teacher. She became a steward
during marches, but it wasn't long before she made a name for herself for daring tactics.
These initially included things like smashing windows, and she even hid in the Palace of
Westminster overnight when there was a census, so she could be recorded by the census as
having been there!

She also came up with the idea of
setting fire to post boxes.




A census is a way of getting information about people and governments frequently
organise them to collect all sorts of information, including where you stayed on a particular
night.

She was arrested nine times, and force-fed forty-nine /
times. There were few of us who could keep up with her! ./ }-" -
At one point while in prison, she tried to take her own life / 7 \ l
by jumping from a balcony in Holloway Prison. She didn't | 4 =%
die then but injured herself badly and was in pain for the' y 1
/
((

rest of her life as a result. She said about it at the time:

“I did it deliberately and with all my power, because | felt that by
nothing but the sacrifice of human life would _the nation be
brought to realise the horrible torture our women face!”.

One June day in 1913, Emily did something completely
unexpected. You may have seen the photograph below,
which captures the moment in time.

29



What does it look like has happened?

You may already know as it has become such a famous
story in your time. It was the day of the Epsom Derby, 4th
June.This was a very important horse race, where all the
important people in society attended, including the
Royal Family. The King had entered a horse for the race,
called Anmer, ridden by a jockey called Herbert Jones.

As the King’s horse was galloping round the corner, Emily
appeared to run in front of the horse. The horse ploughed
straight into her, fell over and threw its jockey onto the ground.
You can watch the newsreel footage of the event.

Both Emily and the Jockey were taken to hospital. People were
very unsure what to think. Some people believed that she had
thought all the horses had gone past and was simply trying to
cross the track. Others thought that they had heard someone
shouting out “Votes for Women" just before it happened, and
that she had intentionally thrown herself in front of the horse to
sacrifice her life for the cause.

| think that in your time they have used special technology to
examine the footage, and that it now appears that she clearly
stops and tries to touch the horse’s reins. The jockey also
recalled this when he was recovering in hospital. The jockey
recovered fully, and was back racing within a fortnight, but
I'm sad to say that Emily never regained consciousness and
she died from her injuries four days later.
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What indications does these newspaper articles tell
you about the public mood?

Despite this sort of public reaction, Emily's funeral
was watched by 50 000 people who lined the route
from Epsom to London. Thousands of women and
hundreds of men joined the procession.

Here is a photograph of the event:

o
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Her body was then taken to Morpeth
in Northumberland, where it was
buried.

Even in your time, there is still much
debate about Emily’s death. Some
think that she intended to martyr
herself. Others thought that she
intended to put a suffrage flag around
the neck of the king's horse. One
important piece of evidence is this
ticket, found in her pocket:

This return ticket, plus the lack of a
note, and evidence of arrangements
she had made to see people in the
following weeks, all suggest that she
might not have intended to die.




Activity:

Write your own newspaper account of Emily Wilding
Davison's funeral. Which details will you pick out?
What tone and angle will your article have?

\




What do you think about this postcard? What
message do you think it is trying to convey?
Who do you think made it and why?

There were many politicians of my time who
were fervently against the vote for a variety of
different reasons.
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Here are some of the arguments taken from
Houses of Parliament records in 1917.

Sir James Grant, MP for Whitehaven

"Men have the vote and the power at the present moment; | say for Heaven's
sake let us keep it.

"We are controlled and worried enough by women at the present time, and |
have heard no reason why we should alter the present state of affairs."

Rowland Hunt, MP for Ludlow

"There are obvious disadvantages about having
women in Parliament. | do not know what is going
to be done about their hats.

"How is a poor little man to get on with a couple of
women wearing enormous hats in front of him?"

Frederick Banbury, MP for City of London

"Women are likely to be affected by gusts and

waves of sentiment.

"Their emotional temperament makes them

so liable to it. But those are not the people

best fitted in this practical world either to sit

in this House... or to be entrusted with the Sir Charles Hobhouse, MP for Bristol East and
immense power which this bill gives them." Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster

"You have at the present moment certain
statistics which show that both the birth and
marriage rate are decreasing.

"Can you adopt at this time a policy which might
mean an immense destruction of the population
of the country which it is essential should not

What do you think to these? | know only be retained, but increased.”

what | thought. It made me very
angry.

It may not have surprised you that
some powerful men were against the
idea of women voting. What may
surprise you is that there were many
women who were fiercely opposed to
women getting the vote too!
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In July 1908, an organisation called the
Women’s National Anti-Suffrage League was
set up as a response to the campaign for Votes
for Women. Many of the women involved
were very educated women. Here is one of
their posters:

What information does it tell us about their view on the
suffrage movement?
Why might women not want other women to vote?

What followed was a propaganda
campaign, and below you can see
some of the many posters
produced by the anti-suffrage
movement to persuade the public
that women should not get the
vote.

2WNA /D08

Women do NOT
want Votes.

LALL L Ll L)

10,000 Women and Girls are said
to have joined in the Procession.
The adult female population of
Great Britain is 11,000,000

In 50 years of work and an
enormous expenditure of money,
the Suffragists have never pre-
sented to Parliament any great
Petition. The Anti-Suffrage
League Petition numbered : : :

337,018

women's names collected in ten
months.

Women's w Anti-Sefirage Leager, Cumion House.
Mam's Liwgrus o0 pponlng Womun Sulirage, Palus Chambars, Bridge Stroet, 8. W

e e LT T T R ey —
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What followed was a propaganda campaign, and below you can see some of
the many posters produced by the anti-suffrage movement to persuade the
public that women should not get the vote.

(N0 YOTES THANKYON:)
N 4

X
ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT
&5, OF A SUFFRAGETTE.

What does these images show? Why do you
think these particular images have been
used? Can you group them into types of
argument?




What was interesting about this is that the suffrage movement
responded to this propaganda by producing their own:

?WLWAE"TTHE VOTE TO STOP THE /'r
WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC SWEATEDL ABouR, ) |

.. ANDTO SAVE THE CHILDREN, ]

o — 4

into the world

Let Women Vole n

What does these images show?




Why do you think they have been
chosen by the suffrage

movement? ;

As you can see, the suffrage movement picked up on
the messages in the anti-suffrage movement and
responded by using those same arguments to
defend the right of women to vote. So when the
anti-suffrage movement pointed out that a woman's
place was in the home, the suffrage movement said
that this was all the more reason why women should
vote — so that women could represent the needs of
home life!

advocating women'’s right

Activity:
Design a postcard

to vote!




You may recognise
this object as a shell,
used as a weapon in
World War One.

In 1918, World War One changed everything. Emmeline Pankhurst immediately called a halt
to all campaigning in order to support the war effort, and even changed the name of the
Suffragette newspaper to “Britannia”. This was a highly patriotic publication — here are some
pages from one of its editions:

FOR KENG © OB COUNTRY « FoR FREEDOM JOU KING * FOR COUNTRY - FOR FAEEDON

Brltanma Bntanmla

IIF\]‘\I\II.II ANKHL I{\i

’__m.
' THE COUNTRY IN DANGER!
To the Women _of Britain.

Fellow Citizens,

We call upon you to join with us in fight-
ing against pro-Germanism and Bolshevism
on the Home Political Front so that we may
prevent the betrayal of the men in the

Trenches and save our beloved Country from
such a tragedy as has fallen upon Russia.
For the Women's Party,
EMMELINE PANKHURST
CHRISTABEL PANKHURST
ANNIE KENNEY
FLORA DRUMMOND

4, William Street,
Knightsbridge, 5.W.1
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Suddenly, thousands of men were signing up
to fight, and this meant that a lot of the jobs
traditionally taken up by men had to be filled
by a new women’s workforce.

y ‘] Here are some images of women in World
_= A : .
| vt . | . War One:
’ ’, 4 v o -’ - d - , -

Of course it wasn't the first time women had taken on working roles. | myself worked as a
millworker, as you know. But women took up jobs not taken by women before, and many
more women took jobs too. What sort of jobs are these women doing?
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What impact do you think this might have had

on people’s attitudes about women'’s roles?

Women also wanted to join the armed
forces, and there was great need for them
to do so. Have a look at this poster:

G @R
WOMEN

URGENTLY WANTED
/( > (‘/H 2

WAAC

WOMEN'S ARMY
AUXILIARY CORPS

WORK AT HOME
AND ABROAD
WITH THE FORCES

COOKS CLERKS
WAITRESSES
DRIVERMECHANICS
ALL KINDS of DOMESTIC WORKERS
EWOMEN /» MANY OTHER CAPACITIES
TO TAKE THE PLACE OF MEN

COOD WAGES , QUARTERS
UNIFORM RATIONS

Activity:

Design your own poster
advertising for women
to take on jobs
traditionally done by
men. How would you
persuade women to
take part?

FOR ALL INFORMATION & ADVICE APPLY AT

NEAREST EMPLOYMENT EXCHANG

THE ADDRESS CAN BE OBTAIKED AT ANY POST (FFICE

s
‘-qu




By the time World War One ended in 1918, a lot of attitudes to women'’s roles had
been shifted. Women had been seen to support the war effort and to be capable of
taking on a whole range of roles which had been traditionally thought of as men’s.

As well as this, thousands of working class men had
sacrificed their lives for the country, and yet working class
men did not have the vote either.

In 1918, The Representation of the People Act
1918 was passed. This made the following
changes:

This led to 8.4 million women and 5.6
million men being added to the voting
population - the largest addition in terms
All men over 21 of Reform Acts.

could now vote.
Women over 30 It was such an exciting moment in history
and | am proud to have witnessed it and

played a part in achieving it!

could vote if they
owned property
valued at more
than £5 or were
married to
.someone who did,
or were graduates
voting in a
University

Here is a suffrage publication’s
celebratory cover:




On 14th December, 1918, some women were able to vote in a general election for
the first time in Britain. What an amazing day!

\

It wasn't until 1928, though, that all women were granted
the right to vote.Here are the dates when women in other
countries gained the right to vote, often after similar
campaigns to the ones | was involved in:

Activity

How would you have celebrated?

Plan a celebratory event — what will happen at it? How will
it be themed? Who will speak or what entertainment will
there be? How will you advertise it?

*Some US states had already
BraZil ........................... 1 932 granted Women‘s Suffrage‘I but in
NOTWaY..oovsvrsserssers 1913 1920 it became an amendment

----------------------- to the federal constitution




| will leave you with two questions.

The first question puzzles and divides historians in your
own time as it did commentators in mine. What was the
most important factor in women gaining the right to
vote? Did militancy help or hinder? Was it the war that
was the most important aspect?

The second question puzzles and divides everyone in your
own time too! Is the battle for equality for women over in
Britain? What about in other countries? What do you think
you might do about it if you think the answer is no?







